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“But I count my life of no value to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of God’s grace.” 

                                                                                                                                (Acts 20:24 HCSB) 
 

Who Is This Man? 
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For more information go to  

www.yourwebsitehere.com 

 

CELEBRATE >>> 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 *** 8:15 – 9:15 a.m. 
Continental breakfast served afterwards 

What His Wife Says… 

WHO IS THIS MAN?  
The View from the Front Pew 

 
1 Timothy 3 says, “It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do.”  
 

Sir, you have aspired this honorable position of bishop, pastor, elder, overseer not to be seen of men nor to bring glory to your 
own name.  Yet, I know you sought ambitiously and eagerly because you wanted to respond in obedience to the great call on your 
life to be so.  Thank you for choosing obedience! Thank you for not running from the call of preaching or pastoring.  Thank you 
for not leaving your post as overseer of this great body of believers at First Baptist when times were difficult and other “things” 
seemed better. Nearly 20 years ago, our brother, Dr. A. D. Wilson, paralleled your ministry to that of John the Baptist…a voice 
in the wilderness preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” and losing your head for Jesus. He was so right. You 
have faithfully dwelt and stood in this dry, dark desert pleading for souls to be saved, and lives to be discipled and transformed 
through the Word of Jesus Christ. You have surely proclaimed that Jesus is The Light and Living Water.  
 
You, like John the Baptist, are always pointing people to The Christ and never to Croom. From my view, over the years, we as a 
body may not have always responded to the voice in the proper way.  We have sometimes disregarded, fallen asleep (literally and 
spiritually), disagreed with and even possibly ignored the instruction. We may have even gotten so used to the voice that we 
failed to remember it is God’s Voice speaking through you. However, you never stopped proclaiming.  You have been patient 
with each of us, gently correcting us and directing us back to the Father as you have courageously preached and taught through 
at least 23 books of the Bible during these 20 years.  You have stayed true to the text, and you have warned us about false teachers 
and their ungodly, crafty, and demonic agendas.  You have shown us how to contend for the faith and to how to stand on the 
Word of God for every area of our lives. We, as a body, have watched your example of how to love and forgive when everything 
around you said hate, fight, get even and leave!  For that I say thank you! I had the awesome pleasure of watching you when no 
one else was around. I saw your love, faith, and dependence on Jesus in a way that I will never forget.  You have been a great 
example to each of us.  We are a better body because of your shepherding/overseeing.  We love differently now because we had 
an example before us obeying the very message preached. Our forgiveness is quicker and sincere now because we watched you 
do it. We are growing spiritually more than ever now because of your consistent and persistent labor.  Thank you for not 
giving up on us. Thank you for loving us. 
 
1 Timothy says, “an overseer/pastor, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, 
hospitable, and able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious (quarrelsome and always ready to fight), but gentle, peaceable, 
free from the love of money.” 
 
From my seat, you have always lived your life as a humble man, never thinking more highly of yourself than you should. I have 
never seen an arrogant moment in you.  You are aware of who you are and whose you are.  You never pretend to be some sort of 
deity or dictator.  Not once have you lorded your position of Pastor over any of us.  You have walked in your calling with full 
confidence knowing that any weaknesses would be made perfect in HIS strength. You value God and His Sheep; therefore, you 
never want to do anything to harm them or grieve Him.  I believe this is how you have been able to live out this portion of 
scripture.  You don’t live in a glass house; but you do live in such a way that you never want to bring shame  on The Name, His 
Church, The Croom’s nor the FBC Family. You have stated time and time again, the Gospel is too important for us to live foul 
lives that would cause someone else to stumble or not hear the message because of something you’ve done.   
 
You are a respectable, gentle, and peaceable man of God (except when it comes to trash talking with your brothers about your 
Steelers ☺ ).  You have an incredible relationship with the men of all ages.  I watched you love on and learn from elder statesmen 
in our church such as Bro. Miller, Bro. Holland, Bro. Lucas, Bro. Foote, Bro. Crawford, Bro. Goree, Bro. Ware, Bro. Holt, Bro. 
Robinson, Rev. Roseborough, Rev. Rougely, Rev. Booty, and countless others, while maintaining your leadership as their pastor.  
Those relationships will forever be etched in our hearts.  Then the mothers…my heart rejoices as I reminisce at how they have 
prayed for you and over you year after year and day after day.  You have been loving and hospitable to them all. They have cooked 
for you, cleaned for you, fought for you, and supported you. The fish fries that Sis. Berry would do for you to go to Africa…she 
would raise that money!  Sis. Lucas would and still will be the peacemaker, making sure everybody is on one accord with your 
vision and no confusion in the background. Sis. Ware has been our mom for 20 years…the secrets and hurts she hold for us. We 
could never repay these ladies and the countless others who have supported you…Sis. Ruth, Sis. Nellie, Sis. Miller, Sis. Inez, Sis. 
Holland, Sis. Manning Holland, Sis. Booty, Sis. Session, Sis. Shack, Sis. Jean, Sis. Bonnie, Aunt Rodie May, Aunt Elise, Sis. 
Dorothy, Sis Carol, Sis. Betty Freeny, Sis. Rose Mae, Sis. Brenda Pine, Aunt Bug, Sis. Bird and Little Auntie to name a few.   
 
Our Father has given you some King’s Men and Sisters Who Care that love you and support you in a powerful way.  These men 
and women are ready for service.  These are your Servant Leaders of all ages, backgrounds, skin colors, and financial status.  
These men and women are in the streets, in corporate America, Doctors, Managers, self-employed, unemployed, retired, school-
aged, single, married, divorced, widowed, etc. They are trusting your leadership, willing to follow, teach, preach, and evangelize 

wherever they are going.  They are Kingdom Minded.  This is because of your leadership and direction.  These men and women 

are learning how to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s Voice while listening to your voice.  
(continued on pg3) 

 
Thank you for never mistreating them (us). We are your Aaron and Hur! 
 
Paul tells Timothy about ruling his own house well.  Honey, you have done well.  You always tell us you 



 pg. 3 

  
(What His Wife Says …)  
Thank you for never mistreating them (us). We are your Aaron and Hur! 
 
Paul tells Timothy about ruling his own house well.  Honey, you have done well.  You always tell us you have been called to 
oversee two houses – The Croom house and the FBC house.  Let me unapologetically state you have done an excellent job 
overseeing The Croom home.  You respect us. You lead with passion and tender care.  You are such a father; it is sometimes hard 
for you to let them fly.  You can do it…you know why…because you have managed your own house well keeping your children 
under control with dignity.  Again, no glass houses. You have always shared with them to walk in the truth and obedience because 
they declared themselves that they love God, not because their daddy is a pastor.  You’ve poured into them so tenderly.  So much 
so, they love being with us everywhere we go.  They said they are not going to stop wanting to do family trips and things with us 
because they are grown. The group will just get bigger as they have their own families. The late night talks we have as a family 
with all five of us somewhere on the bed have been pivotal in their lives. We have cried there,  
corrected there, prayed there and ultimately loved there.  From my viewpoint, you have done  
well these past 20 years to balance both homes. Our children are not bitter with you or the  
church. They love you, God and His Church.  To that I say, “THANK YOU!” 
 
 I did not skip the part about being the husband of one wife.  I needed to leave that 
 for last. Babe, you have respected me and honored me both in public and private 
 over the last 28 years. There are times you could have clowned me in the church; 
 but you tenderly shared with me in private.  There are not two faces with you. 
 Thank you for that.  Thank you for trusting me to be your life partner on this  
journey.  We have laughed.  We have cried. We have prayed and God has been  
faithful.  I would not trade this life He has marked out for us. It has caused me  
to fall more in love with Him and more in love with you. I am proud to be your  
wife and proud to call you, my Pastor.  
 
I celebrate you on your 20th Pastor’s Appreciation. I believe the best is yet to come. 
  Thank you for guarding all that has been entrusted to you and being diligent to  
present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed  
because you can accurately handle the Word of Truth. You can sho-nuff PREACH!  
You were born and built for this! Keep using your voice. Never stop. The world needs to hear  
The Gospel Message.  It is my prayer that Our Father will continue to give you CONTENT,  
give you CLARITY and give you COURAGE! 
 
“But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus – the work of telling 
others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God” – ACTS 20:24 NLT 
With So Much Love, Honor, Adoration and Appreciation - Your Wife! 
 

 

He is my son, by another 
mother, son-in-law, by way of marriage 
and father to 3 of my grandchildren.  

He has been my ‘road dog’ and 
my helper when I had surgery. He has 
stepped in to help with the negotiation 
when I bought my car, as well as helped 
me move from Oakland to desert. 

 But, most of all, he is my 
confidant, spiritual leader and pastor! 
Rodney Stacey Croom is the kind of 
man all mother’s want their daughters 
to marry! I love me some Rod! Congrats 
on 20 years at FBCPS!! 

Joyce Luckett 

 

 

 

What His Mother-In-Love Says… 
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What His Mama Says… 

What His Sister Says… 

Rodney, my son, was baptized 
at five years old and always 
had compassion for people, 
even at a young age.  He has 
always had a gentle spirit and 
was different from most of his 
friends.  He never liked to hurt 
anyone’s feelings. No one was 
surprised when he started 
preaching.  His friends would 
all say, “we knew it was 
something different about 
you!” 

Rev. Rodney was called by God at the 
age of 11. He knew for a fact that God had 
spoken to him and called him to preach.  Of 
course, as his mother, I was doubtful because it 
felt unreal.  But Rodney kept going to church 
and learning more about God because he knew 
he wasn’t ready yet.  However, at age 23, he 
accepted his call and started preaching. He 
preached his first sermon on September 2, 
1990, at Grace Community Baptist Church. His 
sermon was from St. Luke 15:1-8 and was titled 
“The Lost Sheep”. The whole family was at his 
first sermon to support him.   

He met Angie and the rest is history! 
Carlene Montgomery 

 
 

 
                                  

As a youngster, Rodney                
Croom, my son, was well-
mannered, big-hearted, 
and loved to laugh. I was 
very proud of him for 
being who he was. As he 
matured, he became a 
loving family man, who 
treated others with 
compassion and respect. 
Somehow, despite the 
academic and physical 
workload he carried many 
years, he never lost his 
unique sense of humor; he 
still loved a good laugh. 

When he chose to become a pastor and 
dedicate his life to working for God, I knew that he 
was going to use those same traits that had made 
him a great kid and family man to do God’s work. I 
have been blessed by God with my son’s ministry. I 
believe that God had Rodney in His hand from the 
time he was born. 

God provided my son with a great mother, 
Carlene, who came from a nurturing family that 
lavished him with love, care, and support. Through 
this family, Rodney was blessed with examples of 
dedicated pastors, loving aunts and uncles and a 
family that worshipped God. In all his generosity 
the Lord let him keep his great sense of humor. His 
choice to enter the ministry has added to the pride 
that I already have for Pastor Croom, my son! 

James Croom 

When we were growing up, I always knew you were different (special). 
 You were never one that played sports, (although you tried). You’ve always 
 been a people person, you could sing, all the girls loved you, and you never  
had an enemy. You didn’t hang out with people that were up to no good.  
You never really got in trouble at home. You just had a good heart.  
You knew you were called to preach at a very young age. I remember  
you preaching your first and only sermon in elementary or middle  
school. I was too young to understand the gift God had given you.   

 When you got older you became more involved and serious  
about church. Then you met Angie and I gained a sister. You have  
always offered me sound and biblical advice. If I had something  
personal to talk to you about, I knew it would be safe and you never 
asked if you could share it with your wife. When I got pregnant you 
didn’t judge me or make me feel ashamed, but quoted Romans 3:23.  
When I was discourage going through things as a parent you told me that  
I was a good mother. When I was in school you encouraged me the entire time.  
You always try to be the voice of reason and always mean well. You put others before yourself.  
When people wrong you, you don’t seek revenge. Because I know who you are, when I know someone  
has hurt you, I hurt for you also. We can talk on the phone every day, even if we just say a few words. You  
love family and friends and take every opportunity to spend time.   

 As you can see you have also helped shape me into the woman I am today. You have been an example of what a husband 
and father should look like. You have raised the bar for all men and my nephew is following in your footsteps. You talk about your 
church and get so excited at what God is doing. You and Angie host the marriage ministry and marriage retreats and are thrilled to 
witness to God moving in people’s lives. Even when you are tired you keep going because that is what you are called to do.   

 It was just us when our other friends had big families, but I am grateful for our love for one another. Thank you for always 
being there when I need you, for being a sounding board, for encouragement, for my sister, and my nieces and nephew. Keep being 
an example for everyone on how to be a genuine human being and how to love selflessly. Just as I am blessed to have you as a 
brother, First Baptist Church is blessed to have you as a pastor. I love you Bro.                                                  Ca r men Cr oom 

  
 

 

 

What His Father Says… 
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What His 
Children Say.. 

 

 

My dad, how do I even begin 
he has been someone who I 
have looked up to for my 
entire life not only just as a 
father but as a husband and as 
a Pastor and Preacher. 
Through the years I have 
learned so many lessons some 
you may know and some that I 
haven't said anything about I 
just sat back and watched. 
Your constant encouragement 
to me through the years but 
most importantly in this past 
year of 2020 where you and 
only a handful know just how 
tough this past year was for 
me spiritually has meant the 
absolute world to me. Over 
this past year you've become 
more than just a father to me, 
you've become one of my best 
friends, someone I can confide 
in and also just a counselor to 
me and helping me through 
decisions and situations that I 
need help in and that is 
something I will never ever 
take for granted. I can't wait 
for the next 20 years of 
watching your ministry grow 
into all that God 
wants it to be! Remain 
Faithful and keep trusting that 
if God has kept us the first 20 
years he can and will keep in 
keeping us for the next 20 
years! I love you so much Dad! 
Happy Anniversary  

Rodney  Jr .  

 

 

 

 

 

To me, my father is the most selfless and hardworking man I 
know. Over the past 20 years I have witnessed him go above and 
beyond for not only my family, but for those in the church and 
around the community. He has sacrificed so many late nights 
and early mornings to do the work God has called him to do and 
he does it without complaint. Though busy serving the church 
and community, my dad has always made it a priority to keep his 
family first, never missing important life events.  
 
I am forever grateful for the man of God my father has been and 
continues to be. Through the years he has constantly reminded 
me of the importance of keeping God as the center of my life 
while also allowing me to live and learn from my mistakes. 
Because of the foundation my dad has provided from such a 
young age, i am able to have my own personal relationship with 
God. I pray that I am blessed with another 20 years to be able to 
learn from and witness the amazing things God continues you to 
do in his life. Congratulations on 20 years Dad! 

  Alexa ndr ia  
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“Simply  Angela  R. Cr oom”  
By  Pa stor  Rodney  S. Cr oom, Sr .  
 
When I think of Angela R. Croom, affectionately 
known as Sis. Croom or Angie, I think of a  
phenomenal woman, wife, mother, daughter,  
friend and First Lady. The energy and care that  
she devotes to all of these roles is simply  
phenomenal. When I think about all that she  
does, they are extensions of who she is and who  
God made her to be. They are simply Angela. 
 
She carries herself with great dignity, class,  
humility, grace and beauty. She is unselfish with her time, talents and treasure. She is relentless and 
unwavering in prayer for her husband, the church body, her home, her family and friends. This is simply 
Angela being Angela. She is serious about her relationship with the Lord, she is not religious, but has a 
relationship with the God of the scriptures. You never have to guess where she stands with Christ! She 
is on His side, and it is evident through her life, that He is on her side! This is just simply who she is and 
how she rolls! 
 
When asked a question by others about the scriptures or about life, don’t ask, if you do not want the 
truth backed up by scripture. She will give it to you raw and uncut with love and concern. The testimony 
from many have said, “It was just what I needed and right when I needed it.” She loves the word of God 
and often directs people back to the word of God because she believes within the scriptures are contained 
the answers to the issues of life. This is simply who Angie is. 

She loves her husband and has been devoted to Him for 28 plus years. She cares for him and prays for 
Him. She supports him. She is a loyal person who loves hard and deep, but that is simply who she is.  

After receiving the national honor of “Who’s Who” amongst High school students, she matriculated 
through the institution of higher learning earning a Bachelors degree. Although she was in the corporate 
world, she chose the path God laid out for her. She came off her job and nurtured and three beautiful 
children who have blossomed into fine adults that are successfully making it through life. This was the 
work of her hands, but she will tell you in a minute, “Nobody, but Jesus.” She dare not take the credit, 
but do you see what I am saying? This is simply who she is. She is simply being Angela giving God the 
glory for the things He has done.  

In these 20 years of serving at First Baptist Church under the leadership of her Pastor/ Husband, she 
has been right by his side. Never skipping a beat on meeting the needs of the household while earning 
her Masters degree and starting her own “Black owned” business. In all of this, she has not lost her love 
and devotion to God for this has been her lifeline and the key to her success as a phenomenal woman. I 
love this prenominal woman with a profound love that only a match made in heaven could understand!  
All of me, loves all of her. I love Angela Croom for simply being her genuine self! 

If I could sum it all up, I would have to draw on scripture to describe Lady Angela and what she means 
to me and our children: 

10 Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? She is more precious than rubies. 11 Her husband can 
trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life. 12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 
13 She finds wool and flax and busily spins it. 14 She is like a merchant’s ship, bringing her food from 
afar. 15 She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household and plan the day’s work for 
her servant girls. 16 She goes to inspect a field and buys it; with her earnings she plants a vineyard. 
17 She is energetic and strong, a hard worker. 18 She makes sure her dealings are profitable; her lamp 
burns late into the night. 19 Her hands are busy spinning thread, her fingers twisting fiber. 20 She 
extends a helping hand to the poor and opens her arms to the needy. 21 She has no fear of winter for 
her household, for everyone has warm clothes. 22 She makes her own bedspreads. She dresses in fine 
linen and purple gowns. 23 Her husband is well known at the city gates, where he sits with the other 
civic leaders. 24 She makes belted linen garments and sashes to sell to the merchants. 25 She is clothed 
with strength and dignity, and she laughs without fear of the future. 26 When she speaks, her words 
are wise, and she gives instructions with kindness. 27 She carefully watches everything in her household 
and suffers nothing from laziness. 28 Her children stand and bless her. Her husband praises her: 
29 “There are many virtuous and capable women in the world, but you surpass them all!” (Proverb 
31:10-29) 
Angie is not being fake or putting on a show. She is not being religious or self-righteous, but she is 
being who God made her to be, genuinely Christian from the heart. She is simply being Angie!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Is THIS Lady? 
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Who Is That Man? 
 
THAT MAN IS MY PASTOR!!! 
 
For the past 20 years Rodney Croom has  
been my minister. His guidance and  
teaching has helped me develop a closer  
relationship with God. 
 
Pastor, I truly appreciate the faith that you  
have had in me over the years. This faith has encouraged me to 
take a role in our ministry where I continue to grow. 
 
I look forward to the next 20 years. Thank you, Pastor Croom 
 
Fenita Kirkwood 

 
Pastor, Oh Pastor, for me you were a 
rock in a weary land. Your prayers and 
compassion were my bridge over the 
troubled waters. I have not just 
listened to your words, but I have 
watched your walk – walking upright 
and righteously so men could see the 
God in you.  

 
I don’t know enough words to express my appreciation for you, 
just allow me to share this thought: 
 
I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright  
no matter how gray the day may appear. 
I wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun even more. 
I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive and 
everlasting. 
I wish you enough pain so that even the smallest of joys in life 
may appear bigger. 
I wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting. 
I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess. 
I wish you enough hellos to get you through the final good-bye. 
 
God continue to bless you Pastor and you continue to PREACH 
THE WORD! 
 
Jeannetta Edwards 
 
 
 
 
 

“May the Lord bless you  
and protect you. May the  
Lord smile on you and be  
gracious to you. May the  
Lord show you his favor  
and give you his peace.”  
Numbers 6:24-26 NLT   
 
When I walked into FBC  
in January of 2002 I didn’t  
know what I was looking  
for but what I did know  
was that I was lost, busted  
and disgusted. Honestly speaking suicide, I felt at that 
time was my only way out. When Pastor Croom begin 
to preach he made everything so clear, it was like he was 
speaking directly to me. Every word has so precise, just 
plain and simple. I didn’t really know who Jesus was 
but what I did know at that moment it was salvation or 
death…physically. My soul was already dead, I was 
desperate. I didn’t only lay my life into Jesus’ hands but 
also Pastor Croom’s that day. Pastor I thank you 
because I was young, and you could have taught me 
anything and I probably would have believed you. But 
instead, you poured the LIVING WORD into my life 
week after week. Sunday school, Sunday morning 
worship, Mid-week Bible study, Women’s ministry and 
one on one counseling. You have continued to love on 
me when I have made good and bad decisions. You have 
allowed GOD to use you as an instrument and train me 
to become a disciple for CHRIST that I have been able 
to pour into my family and anyone else GOD has 
brought into my life. My life hasn’t been easy but 
serving the LORD through every trial and tribulation 
has been definitely worth it. That day I found THE 
WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE!!  John 14:6 NLT  
So “Who is this man?” You are my friend, a servant of 
GOD, a man who walks in integrity daily, a man who 
takes his relationship with CHRIST and his role as 
under shepherd of FBC seriously. I thank you for all 
your service and sharing your family with mine.  
I love you all… Truly Grateful, 20 years of service…. 
 
Nibia Miller    
 

What the Church Folks Say… 

 

 

I want to thank Pastor Croom for  
accepting me into his life like a  
daughter, and treating me with  
love, and care. He has helped my  
walk with God become deeper and  
stronger. I am forever grateful for  
getting the opportunity to have  
him in my life as my pastor, and  
more! 
 
Kiyah Alexander 

 

 

Who Is This Man? 

Pastor Croom is my father in the 
ministry, my friend, my mentor, 
my encourager, and most of all 
my Shepherd. I have grown so 
much in the past 12 years under 
his leadership. I would of never 
thought to go to school if it were 
not for his guidance. I inspire to 
deal with people in the Godly 
way he does, even when they are 
hating on him. I am better 
because of Pastor Croom and his 
leadership.  

                                                      Rev. Theon Rogers 

 

 

Pastor Croom is a man after  
Gods own heart.  He is a  
humble man of God.  
A good and faithful servant. 
                    Taunya Hartwell 
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  What the Church Folks Say… Who Is This Man:  
Pastor Rodney Croom 
 
 
The question to kick off 20 
years of dedicated service  
and commitment to First  
Baptist Church of Palm  
Spring, who is this man:  
Pastor Rodney Croom?  
A pastor, a faithful steward,  
an overseer, a shepherd, a  
manager of God’s resources,  
and Jesus’ flock. Titus 1:7-9.  
You see, he is all these things  
and so much more.  

For many are called, but few  
are chosen. Matthew 24:14. 
 That is what comes to mind when thinking of pastor 

Rodney Croom’s 20 years of dedicated service to First Baptist 
Church of Palm Springs. Twenty is a number representing the 
completed and perfected waiting period. The end of the waiting 
period to see the true manifestation of God’s plan for fulfillment 
of His will and purpose. That is what his service has led him to, a 
church where the word is proclaimed, and love is displayed. He 
has entered each person’s moment and changed their lifetime.  

He is an overcomer, a survivor, and a warrior for God as 
in Psalms 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivers him out of them all. He has been delivered and we 
are all grateful, praising our merciful God for His favor. So, when 
you ask, “Who is this man?”,  he's a man of great stature, a man 
who is a new creation in God, a man who you can turn to in times 
of trouble, questions, loss, and grief. He is not a perfect man but a 
work in progress who has patiently waited for the completion of 
God's vision to be given to him. He is here to lead us as true 
followers for another twenty plus years. God walks with him in the 
cool of the day. 

So, it is an honor and a privilege to call pastor Rodney 
Croom, a friend who is closer than a brother. We will forever be 
family and grateful for the impact he has  made and continues to 
make in our lives. We thank you, we bid you Godspeed, and we 
take the time to pray for you, and with you. Congratulations on 
twenty years of committed faithful services, and know that God’s 
vision is clear for you, just take the time to see as it manifests and 
comes to fruition. You are loved and display love in all you do.  

Pastor, you are committed to serve when you answered 
God’s call, you have proven to be a servant for all. Matthew 25:21 
Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.  

Walk with the King and Continue to be the blessing! 
 

Love, Rev. Cla r k  a nd Sister  Angelina  Coe     
 

To us Pastor Croom is a  
Model Of Consistency. 
 
Some may not understand  
the strength and integrity  
of being consistent. 
Because we live in a world  
where things can often be  
confusing, it's good to  
know that we have a Pastor  
who has good dependable  
core values. 
 
You care share things that are confidential...and they 
stay confidential. 
 
He is not a moody Pastor....It's good to know that the 
Pastor Croom you saw last week is the Pastor Croom 
you will see next week. He accepts People where they 
are in this Journey...Because he is by nature a humble 
person, he sees, accepts, and truly loves his members. 
 
May God continue to bless this Pastor and show favor to 
his family, 
 
Brother Daniel and Sister Carolyn Caldwell 
 

Who is Pastor? 
Pastor is our teacher, our 
shepherd, who teaches us 
from the Word of God 
(Bible). 
Who is Pastor? 
He is our “go to” Pastor, 
who loves us so much. He is 
gentle and patient with us. 
He has no problem having 
one-on-one sessions with 
you to help and guide you 
back to what the Word of 
God says. 

Who is Pastor? 
He is dedicated to God’s Word. He lives his life daily. He tells 
us he is not perfect. He shows us Christ is surely the answer 
and that He will strengthen us each day, helping with God’s 
way. 
Who is Pastor? 
He is full of God’s wisdom. He is an encourager. He takes 
time to share what God gives to him down to earth with lots 
of  love for us. 
Who is Pastor?  
He is a diehard Steeler. He wears Christ in his heart, but he 
wears Black and Yellow as well. 
Who is Pastor? 
He is First Baptist’s Number 1 Pastor. Pastor Rodney S. 
Croom (the S stands for SAVE) 
Who is Pastor? 
He keeps God’s vision in front of his walk with God. 
Love YOU so much, Pastor. 
 
Deacon Kenneth and Sister Karen Williams 
 

 

 

 

 
Who Is This Man? 
 
Pastor Croom is a man sent  
from God. We thank you and 
appreciate you. 
 
Deacon Howard and  
        Sister Melva Lucas 
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Who Is This Man?  
Pastor Rodney S. Croom, Sr. was born and raised in Fresno, CA.  In the fifth grade, while most young boys were busy playing 
sports, the Lord Jesus Christ called Rodney to preach the Gospel. He tried to fight “the call” and ran for quite some time. 
However, the Lord kept confirming His calling and Rodney surrendered. He preached his first sermon on September 2, 1990. 
He served in his local church and community for more than eight years in numerous areas of ministry. 

In 1998, the Lord called Rev. Croom to receive further biblical educational training for ministry. He relocated to Mill Valley, CA 
to attend Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, where he received his Diploma in Theology. While attending seminary, Rev. 
Croom was the Interim Pastor of Gospel Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church in Marin City for nearly 15 months. After this, 
he served as an associate minister and Pastor of Discipleship at Foothill Missionary Baptist Church, Oakland, CA. 

As Rev. Croom completed his last semester at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, the Lord confirmed another call on his 
life. On January 1, 2002, Rev. Rodney Croom became the proud Pastor, Teacher, and Equipper of the saints at First Baptist 
Church – Palm Springs, CA. While under his leadership, FBC-PS has grown tremendously— spiritually and numerically. 

Pastor Croom asked God for the “keys” to the Palm Springs Area. God has been faithful to open doors for Pastor Croom to 
evangelize the lost, encourage the brokenhearted and to equip believers throughout the Coachella Valley as well as the entire 
State of California. 

Pastor Croom has continually served as the Teaching Director of Teen Community Bible Study for 11 years. Teen CBS is an 
international, inter-denominational, inductive Bible study for 9th-12th graders. He has also served as Moderator of the Valley 
District Missionary Baptist Association, and as Dean of Congress of Christian Education, an auxiliary of the California State 
Baptist Convention. In addition, Pastor Croom has a Bachelor of Arts in Christian Ministries from San Diego Christian College 
and has recently completed his Master of Divinity at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Pastor Croom and his wife, Angela, have three children: Alexandria, Faith and Rodney. He is faithful to God in all that he has 
been called to do. It is his desire and prayer that all men would receive Jesus as Savior and surrender to Him as Lord. Pastor 
Croom can always be heard saying, “If God has done anything to you, for you or through you, do not leave giving anyone else the 
credit …BUT TO GOD BE THE GLORY!” 

 
 

 
A Fellowship of Brothers: (from left) Rev. Roderick Cochran, Rev. Rodney S. Croom, Rev. 
Jerome Ireland, Rev. Jay Mason, Rev. Angulus Wilson, and Rev. Martin Lewis are 
ministers who were ALL called from the same church – Grace Community Baptist Church 
in Fresno, California. They are friends, brothers in the ministry, and dynamic preachers 
proclaiming the Word of God. 
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From left: Pastor and his parents, 
Delores Medina (Croom) and 
James Croom; Pastor and his 
grandfather, Jack Montgomery; 
Pastor IS a Steelers fan. 

What the Bible Says About Appreciating Your Pastor 
1.Love a nd honor  y our  pa stor .  
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem 
them very highly in love because of their work. 
 
2. Fr ee y our  pa stor  fr om things tha t w ould distr a ct him fr om pr a y er  a nd the Wor d . 
Acts 6:1-4 
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews 
because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples 
and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
 
3. Follow  y our  pa stor  a nd invest in his joy . 
Hebrews 13:17 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. 
Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
4. Empa thize w ith the w eight of ministr y  tha t y our  pa stor  ca r r ies.  
2 Corinthians 11:28 
And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 
James 3:1 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
 
5. Don’t judge or  cr iticize y our  pa stor .  
Romans 14:4 
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
Philippians 2:14 
Do all things without grumbling or disputing. 
 
6. How  y ou pa y  y our  pa stor  sa y s how  y ou va lue the gospel.  
1 Timothy 5:17-22 
Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For 
the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” Do not 
admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them 
in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I 
charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality. Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor 
take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.esv.org/1%20Thessalonians%205%3A12-13/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%206%3A1-4/
https://www.esv.org/Hebrews%2013%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/2%20Corinthians%2011%3A28/
https://www.esv.org/Romans%2014%3A4/
https://www.esv.org/Philippians%202%3A14/
https://www.esv.org/1%20Timothy%205%3A17-22/
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A Word from the Anniversary Chairman…  

Rev. Clark and Angelina Coe celebrated 

23 years of marriage on January 8
th

.  

               Happy Anniversary! 

I am not the same.  
 
Eleven years ago, my family and I walked into First 
Baptist Church—Palm Springs on a return visit and decided, no wait, 
GOD decided this was the place for my family and I to be fed. I looked 
at my wife Keisha Thompson and I said to her, “ We are joining this 
church”. So, we made a commitment to join the First Baptist Church 
Palm Springs. Since that day in March of 2011, I’ve been remade. My 
family and I have grown closer to the LORD because of this church 
family. My wife and kids have been baptized right here in your hands 
and given back to GOD!  I’ve been part of a mega church before, but 
never have I been part of a church that is Mega! 
 
Pastor Rodney S. Croom, due to your commitment and faithfulness in 
serving while unwavering from the word of GOD, I am not the same. 
New Members Class, Bible Study, Sunday School, Kingsman, VBS and 
Marriage Ministry have reshaped this piece of clay that is now able to 
stand with a renewed faith in GOD! I am not the same. You’ve taught 
me how to take my daughters on dates. I’ve left my corporate job of 17 
years and started my own business, while trusting the LORD to provide 
for my family.  I am not the same. I’ve been ordained as a Deacon 
because you told me it was an opportunity for growth. All your direction 
and guidance has helped aligned me with the word of GOD. 
 
Many times, when I get in my own way, you’ve called me right on time 
to simply check up on me without even knowing what was going on. 
Perhaps you do know but even when I didn’t share with you what was 
going on with me, your calls are all the encouragement I needed to be 
reminded that the LORD loves me! As I look at what has been placed 
around me, I see nothing but love and kindness. I now see I am not the 
same. I don’t recognize myself in the mirror anymore. Some things I 
recognize, like my smile, my laugh, but even my tears are different. They 
are full of gratefulness as I don’t deserve where GOD has placed me! I 
don’t recognize this new confidence that allows me to speak boldly 
about GOD’s grace and mercy in my life. My mother even 
says our conversations are different. Your devotion and transparency 
have blessed me with not only a Pastor but, a brother, a counselor, a 
mentor and a more importantly a friend! You’ve opened your doors to 
my family and provided for me in private that’s allows me to praise the 
LORD in public! 
 
You’ve been there with no hidden agendas, only to be a blessing. I am 
not the same. I care more about the church then I thought I ever would! 
I care so much that every time I’m exhausted, I find a new area that 
needs attention to. I now know why I care so much, it’s because when 
you’ve been where I’ve been, alone in this world, I’ve found a home! I’m 
where I can be myself with no mask on and continue to be accepted and 
nurtured in the process. Pastor Croom, you and your entire family have 
touched me.  
 
I am not the same! 
 
Love you and continue being a man of GOD! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deacon Samuel L. and  Sister Keisha Thompson 
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588 Rosa Parks Road 

Palm Springs, CA   92262 

(760) 325-2650 

Sunday School-Sunday 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday: Worship 10 a.m. 

Tuesday: Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Friday: The Word Proclaimed 7 p.m. 

Rev. Rodney S. Croom, Senior Pastor 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
           Lynn Murrell 2 

Regina Robinson 3 

           Felicia Neazer 6 

                      Rev. Renado Gouldlock 18   

 

Orlando & 
Michelle Harding 
celebrated their 
24th wedding 
anniversary on 
February 14th  

Congratulations 

588 Rosa Parks Road 

Palm Springs, CA   92262 

(760) 325-2650 

Sunday School-Sunday 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday: Worship 10 a.m. 

Tuesday: Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Friday: The Word Proclaimed 7 p.m. 

Rev. Rodney S. Croom, Senior Pastor 
 

 
  

 

 

Who is This Man? 
 
Pastor Croom is a shepherd in the desert handpicked by God for 
Orlando and Michelle Harding.  He is a man who practices what he 
preaches and is genuine as leather.  He is consistently loving, kind & 
authentic with his own family & with the church as a whole.  Even 
though we do not have the same blood running through our veins we 
are covered by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, he is our 
family and our friend.  He has welcomed us into the fold, opened his 
home & is sharing his family with us (as he does with everyone).  He 
is a man with a proclivity to make us all feel special when spending 
time with him. We are honored to be a part of his life and blessed to 
be under his leadership.  
 

    Who Pastor is to me...   

 

 

He Seeks God, he 
desires to help save 
the lost, and He 
serves The Kingdom 
in love.  

Regina Robinson   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John and Lela Adams 

Pastor Croom 
We love you! 

Congratulations 
On 20 years of 

Service to God and 
First Baptist Church –  

Palm Springs 


